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Port chiefs dismiss survey
as ‘only 2% of population’

SHIP-TO-SHIP TRANSFER: An oil tanker and an oil rig lie in the Moray Firth between Nairn and Easter Ross. Photograph: Sandy McCook

Environment: 300 people register opposition to ship-to-ship oil transfers

BY IAIN RAMAGE

Port bosses planning con-
troversial ship-to-ship oil
transfers at a Highland
beauty spot have dismissed
the views of hundreds of
objectors in Nairn as being
only “2% of the town’s pop-
ulation”.

Virtually all of the 300
who responded to a survey
on the issue, carried out by
local SNP MP Drew
Hendry, registered opposi-
tion to the proposal.

Cromarty Firth port
chiefs, however, argue that

amore representative mea-
sure of public opinion sug-
gests most people in sur-
rounding communities do
not opposeits licence appli-
cation.

A vocal campaign
against it has lobbied High-
land councillors and will
head to the Scottish Parlia-
ment on Thursday.

The licensing decision is
a matter for the UK’s Mar-
itime and Coastguard
Agency (MCA).

MP Drew Hendry's poll
of Nairn residents spawned
about 300 replies, 98% of

which objected to the ap-
plication on the grounds of
risk to the local marine en-
vironment.

Mr Hendry has shared

“Many
constituents
have shared
their concerns”

the findings with Highland
Council, a statutory consul-
tee in the licence applica-
tion process.

He has urged it to join

him “in raising concerns
about the environmental
and economic impact on
coastal communities,”
adding that Nairn, in par-
ticular, “relies heavily on
tourism.”

He said: “Many con-
stituents have shared their
concerns. The fact that 98%
of respondents are opposed
is a clear statement.”

He has relayed the infor-
mation to the MCA and the
UK Transport Secretary
Chris Grayling.

The port authority is cur-
rently finalising a revised li-

cence application having
consulted with communi-
ties around the firth.

A port spokesman said:
“We've taken into account
the opinions of the many
communities that sur-
round the firth for the past
year. Their feedback will be
reflected in additional in-
formation being sent to the
MCA at the end of Jan-
uary.

“We're happy to include
the views of this 2% of the
population of Nairn into
these additional considera-
tions.”

Local SNP MSP Fergu:
Ewing has raised objectors
concerns with his cabine
secretary colleague
Roseanna Cunningham
whose responsibilities in-
clude the marine environ-
ment.

He said: “I asked that
she, on behalf of the Scot-
tish Government, relay
these concerns to the UK
Government and the MCA
She’s giving careful consid:
eration to these matters
though of course, she anc
we lack the legal powe
over them.”



