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Your ref:  
Our ref: 2017/0003263 
26 January 2017 
 
Dear  
 
Thank you for your letter to Nicola Sturgeon regarding ship transfer received on 26 January 
2017.  
 
Your letter has been passed to the relevant office for response or appropriate action. The 
Scottish Government aims to respond to you within 20 working days. Where this is not 
possible, we will endeavour to keep you updated on the progress of your response. 
 
Yours sincerely 
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From: 
Sent: 24 January 2017 16:28
To: Central Enquiry Unit
Subject: Ship Transfers

24th January 2014

Dear Ms Sturgeon,

I feel compelled to write to you today on the subject of ship to ship transfers of crude
oil in the Moray and Cromarty Firth's following the recent saga's in the news papers
up here, that has whipped up all this anti transshipment sentiment, policy currently
running in the press up here. Whilst this is a very emotive subject to many up here. I
have again and a again asked for the evidence to support the case against these
transfers. I'm afraid that I'm still waiting for an answer to my questions. I've seen
some very emotive statements made by local people and a famous author. In the same
edition of that news paper was a photograph proclaiming "Stop Dolphin Slaughter in
Highland Waters" where is there any evidence to support this statement. Maybe we
should ban all trade with the Faroe Islands who I understand practice mass dolphin
slaughter every year.

Every year around the world between 10000 and 11000 ship to ship oil transfers take
place, the first one that I can remember was carried out in the English Channel in
Lyme Bay off Dorset in the mid sixties by shell and was carried out by the Drupa,
lightening VLCC's (Very large crude carriers). To enable them to enter the ports of Le
Harve (France) and the Europoort in the Netherlands. If there had been any oil spills
off those beach's you would have heard the screams up here in the Shetlands. Today
in the United Kingdoms home waters ship to ship transfers are carried out off East
Anglia mainly for export of crude.

Every day up here in the Northern North Sea and in the Atlantic west of the Orkney
and Shetland Islands crude oil is transferred from FSPO's floating storage and
production units to be carried to refineries around the world. Off North America there
are seven area's for lightening to enable large crude carriers to enter ports. If we ban
these ship to ship transfers that we should consider banning all the transfers in the
North Sea. and the very detrimental effect this would have on how economy.

Every day around our coast, tankers discharge cargo's of lpg (gas) petrol, diesel,
heating oil and aviation fuel to name a few of the products that we use. and which our
economy would come to a stand still without. Ships of all sizes and types take on fuel
(Bunkers) from other ships.

I have no connection with any port today however over the years I've the years
worked for shipping companies, been a berth controller for the Port of London
Authority and been a travel agent. I've been interested in ships and shipping for over
sixty years.
Yours 
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